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It was a packed EXPO Hall at Century II Convention
Center for the 2014 KRWA Conference & Exhibition.
Additional booth spaces brought the total to 327. Eight
requests couldn’t be met. With 93,000 sq. feet of floor
space, vendors from 31 states make EXPO Hall “the place
to be” the last week of March for the KRWA conference.
Conference-goers have the opportunity to shop and compare
products, prices and services. State and federal agencies
have an efficient opportunity to meet many different water
and wastewater utilities and others. A total of 320 cities and
192 rural water and public wholesale systems attended. 

The EXPO Hall floor plan has been modified for 2015
and will offer 331 spaces with many spaces already reserved
as of June 1. The KRWA conference offers the largest
display of products and services in Mid-America for the
water and wastewater industries.

2014: Setting Sail 
For the Future

Conference Review –

he one issue that anyone who attended the 47th
Annual KRWA Conference & Exhibition knows is
this: the KRWA conference is without question “the”

water and wastewater industry event of the year in Kansas. 
Registration totaled 2,237 people for the 2014 Annual

Conference & Exhibition held at Century II Performing Arts
and Convention Center in Wichita on March 25 to 27. This
conference and exhibition is among the best in the U.S and
the largest in Mid-America. Training sessions, guest
speakers, 327 exhibit spaces filled, great entertainment,
continuous ala carte’ hospitality and more than $13,000 in
door prizes made for a busy three days. The KRWA
conference was non-stop with learning, down-home
hospitality and food and fun that never slowed down. 

The conference again featured 56 concurrent breakout
sessions that were attended by 1,011 operators, 126
administrative personnel, 160 board or council members 880
associate members and 60 representatives of state and
federal agencies. Operators from several cities in Oklahoma

also attended. More than 200 operators took the operator
certification exam on Thursday afternoon, March 27. 

The KRWA conference has been held at Century II for 23
consecutive years. It is booked for the last week of March at
Century II through 2017. Hotel rooms are reserved for 2015
and are posted online at www.krwa.net under “training”. 

A big event also requires a big budget. The total
conference registration fees and meals totaled nearly
$325,000. Exhibitors and sponsors contributed an additional
$108,900. 

EXPO Hall – a showcase of 

products and services T
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Chlorination: Operation,
Maintenance and Safety
Presenter: Ron Grage (retired), Chlorinators Incorporated,

Stuart, FL
Attendance: 164

This easy-to-understand training session focused on the
characteristics of gas chlorine, sodium hypochlorite and
calcium hypochlorite, chlorine safety and comparisons of
the three forms of chlorine. Another section, “How Gas
Chlorinators Work”, kept everyone’s full attention during
the five hours of training. There’s no equal to Ron Grage’s
presentation on troubleshooting and routine maintenance of
gas systems and chemical pump systems. The training
included disassembly and reassembly of gas chlorinators,
ejectors and vacuum regulators complete with a
demonstration of system functions with a tabletop 
operating unit. 

City Clerks – It’s All Hands On Deck!
Presenters: Nicole Allen, League of Kansas

Municipalities, Topeka, KS 
Jen Sharp, Jensharp.com, Ottawa, KS
Mel Abbott, KPERS, Wichita, KS
Bob Fraught; Scott Day, Topeka, KS 

Attendance: 30
The special session for city clerks was a fast-paced

program, thanks to the five presenters. City clerks have to
be “people” persons, dealing with customers, co-workers,
and most of all, governing bodies. They have to know all the

do’s and don’ts about state laws, the utility rates, health
insurance and the list could go on and on and on. These
presentations provided valuable information for clerks. The
training also provided clerks from across Kansas an
opportunity to exchange ideas and forms.

Water Operator Forum – Preparing
For Certification Exams
Presenters: Vickie Wessel, Kansas Dept. of Health and

Environment, Topeka, KS 
Marsha Fleming, Kansas Dept. of Health and
Environment, Salina, KS 

Attendance: 134
Adequate preparation for anyone interested in taking the

Operator Certification Exam is always a concern. This new
day-long session provided an opportunity for a more
comprehensive preparation than offered at prior KRWA
conferences. The session was customized to help Small
Systems and Class I operators in the morning, and Class II,
II and IV operators in the afternoon. Discussions included
groundwater basics, disinfection and chlorination, safety,
pumps, sampling and recordkeeping, distribution system
operation and a math review. The afternoon segment added
topics associated with surface water treatment. More than
200 operators took the Operator’s Exam on Thursday. 

Pre-conference Sessions 

Ron Grage responds to questions about
troubleshooting various brands of
chlorinators.
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Activated Sludge
Process Control And
Nutrient Removal
Process Control
Presenter: Don Van Veldhuizen

USA BlueBook
Gurneey, Illinois

Attendance: 98
With the importance placed on

nutrient removal in wastewater effluent,
wastewater treatment plant operators
were encouraged to take advantage of
this training opportunity. Those
attending learned more about how to
operate and maintain activated sludge
wastewater treatment plants. The
training focused on the variables for
controlling the activated sludge
process. Attendees learned when to
adjust each of these variables in order to achieve the best
possible treatment. The effects of nutrients in receiving
streams and treatment technologies to remove nutrients were
also covered.

Smoother Sailing for Rural Water
District Offices
Presenters: Jen Sharp, jensharp.com, Ottawa, KS

Rita Clary, Kansas Rural Water Association, 
Troy, KS

Facilitators: Sharon Dwyer, Douglas RWD 5 
Lana Kettler, Miami RWD 2
Carol Retzer, Osage RWD 3
Patricia Shaffer, Butler RWD 5

Attendance: 42
From discussions how to arrange an office environment

and workflow to utilizing technology and KRWA email
discussion lists, this day-long session was filled with topics
of current interest to RWD bookkeepers and office staff.
Those attending learned about possible use of Facebook and
Twitter for utilities. Running a professional and efficient
office is not intuitive – and RWD office staff face more
responsibilities and expectations than ever before. This
session provided solid information during the day but also
expanded the peer network for many of those attending.    

Helping Your
Board/Council Have
Smooth Sailing!
Presenter: Bob Fitch

Cain Consulting Group
Hawarden, Iowa

Attendance: 50
Doing the job right requires

board/council members who are
informed. The goal of this workshop
was to show them the right way.
Those attending learned how board
and council members are “trustees”
on behalf of the community. They
learned how to build teamwork. They
learned about the relationship between
the executive and staff and received
tips on how to prevent and resolve
conflict on the board/council team.

Special emphasis was placed on the board’s fiduciary
responsibilities including its role in development of the
budget and ongoing oversight of financial reports. 

Engineering 101 – Basics For 
Non‐Engineers
Presenter: Peter Earles, P.E., Earles Engineers and

Inspection, Inc., Arkansas City, KS
Attendance: 185

While still technical, this training began with an extended
discussion of common terms used by consulting engineers,
including a non-technical overview of engineering terms
and principles of design. This session was tailored for both
operators and elected officials. Other presentations included
training on how to read blueprints and a review of KDHE’s
minimum design standards for wastewater collection and
treatment facilities. Those attending departed with a better
understanding of basic engineering practices and principals;
that should be of value whenever systems construct new
treatment facilities or expanding existing plants. 

Bob Fitch, Cain Consulting, explains how
board/council members can prevent and
resolve conflicts among members. 
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Emergency
Preparedness –
Safety And Rescues     
Presenter: Larry Hemphill

Salina Fire Department 
Salina, KS

Attendance: 118
The concern for safety in water

and wastewater systems should be
paramount. Larry Hemphill speaks
from experience having dealt with
numerous rescues. This training covered safe operations in
and around water towers, and other confined spaces

associated with municipal and rural water
distribution systems. The common hazards
associated with such confined spaces and
structures, and the steps workers should take
to recognize these hazards was all relevant
information that attendees could put into
immediate practice. Other hazards covered
included atmospheric hazards, mechanical
hazards, fall protection systems, and rescue
system requirements. KRWA director and
facilitator Paul Froelich injected how public

works need to take a more active role in
emergency management and get involved with

their respective county emergency managers.

2014 Attorneys’ Forum Celebrates
14th Consecutive Year

ince 2000, the Kansas Rural Water Association’s
Annual Conference has included an attorneys’ forum.
This effort has been organized through the efforts of

KRWA General Counsel Gary Hanson and it has remained
a very popular conference attraction. 

The Attorneys’ Forum continues to provide a unique
opportunity for attorneys representing KRWA-member
water and wastewater systems to have a day of
presentations and an exclusive time for discussions and to
exchange ideas on topics of interest and concern to
municipalities and rural water districts in Kansas. As in
prior years, the forum offered 6.5 hours of Continuing
Legal Education (CLE) credit. KRWA makes the forum
available at no charge to the first 40 attorneys who register.
In 2014, 36 attorneys attended. 

Thanks again to Gary Hanson for bringing together
another cadre of presenters that made for a worthwhile

session. They were as
follows:  
■ Forest T. Rhodes,

Jr., Foulston
Siefkin, LLP,
Wichita, Kansas
who discussed the
topic Best
Interviewing and
Hiring Practices.

■ Steve Brosemer,
L.S., GeoTech, Inc., Emporia, Kansas discussed Land
Surveying For Dummies (Lawyers).

■ Ray L. Connell, Connell & Connell, El Dorado,
Kansas explained issues concerning Consolidations
and Acquisitions for Rural Water Districts.

■ John W. Nitcher, Riling, Burkhead & Nitcher,
Lawrence, Kansas discussed In the Aftermath of 
RWD 4 v. City of Eudora, What We Know; What We
Think We Know; and, What We Don’t Know.

Two segments of the day involved roundtable
discussions on these topics: New/Pending Legislation;
Recent Cases; Bidding and Rejecting the Low Bidder;
RWD Benefit Unit Forfeitures; Dealing with Complaints
Made to the AG/Consumer Protection Division; Property
Tax Exemptions; Cities’ Acquisition of RWDs; RWD
Benefit Unit Certificates; Water And Wastewater Rates,
and other topics of interest. 

S

Larry Hemphill

Attentive attorneys

Forest T. Rhodes, Jr., Foulston Siefkin, LLP, discussed the
topic “Best Interviewing and Hiring Practices”.
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he 2014 KRWA conference was the first presentation
by an organization (outside of a contractor) of the
new training forum, “Sustainable Management of

Rural and Small Systems Workshop” or “Workshop in a
Box”. 

The “Workshop in a Box” materials were developed
collaboratively between the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), with the goal of supporting small and rural
water and wastewater systems as they try to meet the
challenges of improving management practices and deliver
the best quality service to their communities. KRWA staff
members Monica Wurtz and Rita Clary were joined by
presenters Kent Evans, Director of Water Programs and
LaVonda Pernell, Program Specialist, both with USDA
Rural Development in Washington, D.C. 

Forty people attended this
inaugural presentation at the
KRWA conference on Tuesday,
March 25. Those invited were
selected by USDA Rural
Development. The intended
audience for the training was rural

and smaller system managers and governing body members
who look to improve their overall management
performance. Using the “Workshop in a Box” materials, the
presenters guided participants through a self-assessment of
their utility to help them identify areas for improvement that
are critical to their system’s success. 

KRWA plans to conduct additional training sessions for
managers and board/council members using this training
module. Those sessions are being scheduled as follows:

■  July 16 at Iola – Bass Community Center 
■  August 6 at Hays – Hadley Center
■  September 25 at Topeka – Kansas Historical Museum
■  October 15 at Kechi – Community Center
Watch for further notices and always check the KRWA

training schedule and register online at www.krwa.net under
“Training”. 

KRWA Hosts Inaugural USDA/EPA Training
Session: “Workshop in a Box”

Those attending the Workshop in
a Box session at the 2014 KRWA
conference included the following:
front row – Lulita Hopkins, city of
Udall; Preston Harness and Paul
Rush, Doniphan RWD 6; Charlotte
Bills, Greenwood RWD 1; Olen
Svoboda, Darwin Steinle and Keli
Habiger from Ellsworth RWD 1.

Middle row – Rita Clary, KRWA;
Jimmy Herken, city of Easton;
Debbie Morrison, city of Caney;
Mark Morgan, city of Troy, Calvin Jurgenson, city of Oswego; Wade Edwards, city of Horton; Becky Stever, Greenwood 1; Rob
McFee, city of Oberlin; Monica Wurtz, KRWA; and, LaVonda Pernell, USDA Rural Development, Washington, DC.

Back row – Kent Evans, USDA Rural Development, Washington, DC; Pam McCoy, Linn Valley Lakes; Jane Boeh, city of Troy;
Robert Jenkins, city of Troy; LaNell Knoll, city of Colony; Austin Gilley, city of Medicine Lodge; Brian Angebine, city of Cuba; and,
Richard Harp, city of Leoti. 

Those attending but not shown in the above photo were: Herb Bath, city of Altamont and these agency personnel: Tina Rajala
and Margaret Fast, Kansas Water Office; Robert Dunlevy, US EPA; and the following from USDA Rural Development: Patty Clark,
Shane Hastings, Jessica Bowser, Steve Tharman, Randy Stone, Dan Fischer, Beverly Howard, David Barber, Christie McReynolds,
Tom Finger and Diane Mata. 

T
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The Kansas Rural Water Association appreciates the time and effort by all the presenters at the 2014
conference. Thank you for helping all those who attended to “Set Sail For The Future!” 

Thank you to all the

2014 Presenters!

Mel Abbott KPERS
Phil Alexander Attorney At Law
Debra Beck Kansas Department of Commerce
Daniel Bodenhamer Rockwell Automation
Steve Brosemer GeoTech, Inc.
Gov. Sam Brownback Office of the Governor
David Butler One Call Concepts
William Carr Kansas Dept. of Health & Env.
Rita Clary Kansas Rural Water Association
Jenna Coates NIC, Inc.
Ray Connell Connell & Connell
David Corliss City of Lawrence
Scott Day Day Insurance Solutions
Dr. Jerry deNoyelles Kansas Biological Survey
Dr. Andrew Dzialowski Oklahoma State University
Peter Earles Earles Engineering & Inspection, Inc.
Kent Evans USDA Rural Development
Bob Faught Quality Life, Inc.
Bob Fitch Cain Consulting Group
Marsha Fleming Kansas Dept. of Health & Env.
Randy Frazer City of Moundridge
Paul Froelich City of Enterprise
Ron Grage Retired, Chlorinators Incorporated
Adrienne Greenlee US Env. Protection Agency
Jim Grimes Rycom Instruments, Inc.
Andrew Hare Kansas Dept. of Health & Env.
Don Hellar Evans, Bierly, Hutchison & Assoc.
Bob Hennig Municipal Pipe Services, Inc.
Charles Hilton National Rural Water Association
Linda Hunsicker Kansas Department of Commerce
Kevin Jones Mid West Fire Training Associates
Mike Koss League of Kansas Municipalities
Melinda Lambert Mayer Specialty Services, LLC
Shannon Land McElroy Manufacturing
Tom Lasser Hawkins, Inc
Ned Marks Terrane Resources Company
Jamie Mays Utility Service Company, Inc.
Pat McCool Kansas Rural Water Association
Greg Metz Kansas Rural Water Association
Susan Metzger Kansas Water Office
Bob Myers City of Newton

John Nitcher Riling, Burkhead & Nitcher
Mark Oberhelman Hawkins, Inc
Don Osenbaugh Retired
John Padalino Rural Utilities Service
Austin Parker Parker and Parker Law Firm
Ed Peck Service First @ Anderson Peck
Lavonda Pernell USDA Rural Development
Angelo Polsinelli Informational Data Technologies
Nicole Proulx Aiken League of Kansas Municipalities
Laura Quick City of Wichita
Terry Randles City of Topeka
Forest Rhodes, Jr. Foulston Siefkin, LLP
Mike Schwab Beehive Industries
Jen Sharp JenSharp.com
Todd Smith Kansas.gov
Jason Solomon Kansas Dept. of Health & Env.
Tracy Streeter Kansas Water Office
Brett Stone McElroy Manufacturing
Mike Strausz City of Moundridge
Michael Tate Kansas Dept. of Health & Env.
Steve Tharman USDA Rural Development
Brent Turney Division of Water Resources
Don Van Veldhuizen USABlueBook
Vickie Wessel Kansas Dept. of Health & Env.
Monica Wurtz Kansas Rural Water Association
Mike Younger Evans, Bierly, Hutchison & Assoc.
J.W. Zelch Tomcat Consultants / TAP Co.
Morgan Zelch Tomcat Consultants / TAP Co.

Jen Sharp passes the mike to Sharon Dwyer
and Lana Kettler in the RWD Office Forum.
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Dennis Schwartz
KRWA President

Susie Santo
CEO, GoWichita
“Welcome to Wichita”

The Headliners from Butler
Community College delivered
an ambitious 25-minute
musical review, complete with
a costume change for every
song! The Butler Headliners
are a 34-member select
ensemble directed by Valerie
Lippoldt Mack and are
accompanied by a seven-
member instrumental combo
directed by Joel Knudsen. 

improved methods of doing things if we are
to safely continue our voyages. 

“Setting Sail for the Future is the theme of
KRWA’s 47th annual conference. Our hope
for the next couple days is to assist all those
attending and to help you be better prepared
to meet the challenges that lie ahead.” 

ennis Schwartz, President of the
KRWA board of directors, gave a
welcome to approximately 1,600

people assembled in Concert Hall for the
Opening Session on Wednesday, March 26.
He was introduced following an opening
“Gilligan’s Island” skit. His comments were
to the point: 

“Welcome to the largest
water conference and
exposition that’s ever been
held in the Midwest.

“Possibly due to poor
planning and preparation,
the S.S. Minnow set sail
from Hawaii for what was
supposed to be a short,
scenic cruise. And instead,
ended up shipwrecked on
lowly desert island due to
an unforeseen storm. 

“All of our utilities are
also underway on a cruise
of providing safe and
reliable public services to
our communities and our
citizens. We are challenged
along our route in many
ways, all of which will
require us to learn new and

D

The "KRWA Players" kicked off the Opening Session with a takeoff
of Gilligan's Island. Carl Chalfant, with back to audience,
exclaimed, "Just what has this got to do with water systems and
KRWA?" Oh, "Set Sail For the Future!" 

Opening Session:

Setting Sail For The Future! 
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Administrator of the agency and I take that
job very seriously. 

The first thing I want to do is to explain
“who I am and what I’m about and why am I
here?” – and that’s a quote if you follow
politics. In 1992 Ross Perot was running for
office and his vice-presidential nominee
Admiral Stockdale was in a debate and the
camera went right up to his face and he said,

“Who am I and why am I here?” He had been a decorated
war veteran; I’m not a decorated war veteran. I think it’s
always good when with a crowd to let you know who I am
and what I’m about. 

The first thing to know is that I’m a government official
but I was raised by a public servant. My father was a federal
law enforcement officer. He was a U.S. Customs agent. He

instilled in me that pride in service
and the thought that I should wake up
every day and want to serve others.
He had a long career in the federal
government serving you; my
grandfathers all served in the Army
or the Navy in WWII. That’s the
thread that runs through my family
which is about serving the public.
That’s something that I bring to the
job every day. 

Another thing that I tell people
because I am the “Rural Utilities
Administrator” is that I come from
places that you all come from – rural
America. My father was a customs
agent and we lived in small towns –
and “rural” even makes the towns
sound bigger than they were. Remote
is probably more accurate. I was born
in Arizona and lived in some very,

very small communities in southern Arizona along the U.S
and Mexico border. In one town that we lived in, we had to
drive seventy miles to get drinking water. I know what it is
to not have access to clean, safe drinking water. We had the
party-line phone in the late 60s and early 70s, and so I know
what it is to see how we have our infrastructure advance and
better our communities by advancing our infrastructure. 

ood morning everyone. It’s good to
be in Kansas – not quite “rural”
Kansas but it’s good to be here in

Wichita. This week started off with my flight
into Kansas City and then had the chance to
drive across this great state. We went up to
Holton to visit a project that USDA financed.
We visited with Kansas Electric Cooperative
Association because part of what I do is
administer an electric loan program. And we ended up here
in Wichita and have spent a lot of time with many of you
over the last day or so. 

This morning I was running up the Arkansas River and
then it was the Little Arkansas River – and the wind was
blowing in my face and then I got to a mid-point and started
running back down the river – and the wind was still
blowing in my face and so I got
“Welcome to Kansas” by the great
Kansas wind that I’ve heard so much
about.

It’s good to be here; it’s good to see
all of you. Thank you Dennis for the
invitation to be here and to speak with
all of you. 

I have a chance to go across the
country and speak to a lot of audiences.
Basically what I like to talk about is
how we can grow the middle class in
rural America. I’m the Administrator of
the Rural Utilities Service. Some of you
may think, “I don’t know who that is.”
USDA Rural Development finances a
lot of the rural water systems here in
Kansas and across rural America. Rural
Utilities Service used to be known as
the Rural Electrification
Administration. We were the agency
that turned the lights on, that turned the tap on, and brought
telephone service to rural America. I just like to tell you that
because one of the sources of inspiration that I draw from is
the fact that we have been that agency that has worked with
all of you, that’s worked with rural communities across
Kansas and across America to help make us a stronger
nation and a strong rural America. I’m the 18th

John Padalino, Administrator, USDA Rural
Utilities Service, Addresses Opening Session  

G

John Padalino, Administrator, 
USDA Rural Utilities Service



It’s All About Sustainability
How many of your are members of a rural electric coop

here in Kansas? About half – maybe a little more than half?
So, then, why are we all here? We’re here to learn about safe
drinking water. We are here to learn about sustainable
development. Yesterday, USDA hosted a sustainable
management workshop. In my introductory remarks, I
commented that a lot of times you hear about sustainability
and it might sound like government-speak and you don’t
know what that is. I explained it as something you can learn
by looking at the Arkansas River. Looking at the rivers
coming down from the Rocky Mountains, some of those
rivers are all flowing because they are coming from springs
that are flowing from the Ogallala that we are all standing
on top of especially as we get out in more western Kansas.
That aquifer is about sustainability. Back in the day before
there was a lot of agriculture, that aquifer was recharged.
The buffalo would follow the growth of the grasses down to
the panhandle of Texas and then back up in a big circular
pattern. The people in the Great Plains would follow the

buffalo. They grew strong when
hunting down the buffalo and
having a great feast; that was all
about sustainability. It was all
about sustainable development;
it was all about things being in
balance. It was all about as much
was discharged was recharged.
When we think about our rural
economies and rural
communities, it’s all about how
can be make our communities
last into the future. 

The agency I represent started
more than eighty years ago.
Rural America didn’t have
access to electricity, didn’t have
access to water and wastewater
services, barely had access to
telegraph or telephone service.
Congress passed the Emergency
Relief Act in 1934 in the throes
of the Great Depression, when
southwest Kansas was blowing
away in dust. The Emergency
Relief Act gave President
Roosevelt the authority to
establish the Rural

The last thing is that I have utility experience. I went to
the University of Texas at Austin, graduated from school
and wanted to really work in local small government. I took
a job with a water utility. You can’t have a more localized
unit of government than the water utility. I started in manual
labor on a backhoe crew working for water district. So just
to be clear, sometimes when I say that, people say, “Oh,
that’s great you ran the backhoe!” No, I wasn’t the backhoe
operator; I was the guy in the ditch, doing the digging. I
worked my way up. I went to classes like you all went to
yesterday so I could attain hours to get my licenses –
treatment plant, water distribution, wastewater operator –
I’ve read the meters, helped set up the billing system. It
sounds like working in a rural water district – like almost
every job you can think of. And that’s the perspective that
I bring to the agency of the Rural Utilities Service. That’s
the perspective I bring every day when we are sitting
around the conference table, trying to think through
policies and procedures, how we can better serve you all,
and how we can help you all better serve the rural
communities that you serve. 
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Remember, I talked about the REA; it was formed through the Emergency Relief Act.
Today, I think we all know there are real challenges in communities that we live in.
They are the same challenges that we faced back in the 30s. The first challenge is that
people are moving away. Our rural population is shrinking – which makes our voices a
little less heard. We’ve seen over the last ten years rural counties losing population. In
the last two years alone, we’ve lost 44,000 people from rural communities. In the last
two years, it’s the first time in the history of the United States that there has been a net
loss of population in rural America. Economists don’t know if that’s a blip on the radar
or if that’s a sign of more change to come. 
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Electrification Administration. And again it was that
authority that was used – and it wasn’t about electricity –
it was about emergency relief because rural communities
needed emergency relief. I think the people who started
then – the federal government, the local communities, the
farmers who helped for the electrical coops, and later the
water systems – I don’t know if they were thinking about
sustainability; I don’t know if they were thinking about
the buffalo that had traveled the Great Plains; but what
they did was leave behind infrastructure; they left behind
communities that are still strong today.

I think that as we look towards the future – Setting Sail
For the Future – we have to
think about what are we doing
today to help make our
communities strong, not only
for our kids but for our
grandchildren. 

Let me go through where
we are at as a country. Despite
what you often hear in the
media, despite what you hear
standing behind the pickup
truck, things are getting
better. We were in the throes
of the great recession in 2008. Since then,
unemployment has steadily and steadily
decreased. Housing – the bubble economy, not
very sustainable, bottomed out. Many
communities were devastated because of that.
Housing has stabilized and has started
rebounding. Over a decade, we had not built
things in America. Lately, we have been bringing
more and more manufacturing back to America.
The manufacturing sector is on the rebound; it’s
growing across the country. In 2008, we were
worried about the deficit and we’re still worried
about it but just this year, it’s been cut by two-
thirds. And finally, our energy future – for more
than 20 years, different administrations – for 20
years we were buying more foreign oil then we
were making here in the United States. This year,
we rely on more domestic oil than we do from
foreign sources. Those are all good signs. Those
are good indicators in the national economy.
Those are good indicators for sustainable
development. 

“Rural Is Relevant”
In the rural economy, what we focus on

in USDA is creating opportunities. The
“A” in USDA is agriculture. The first
sector we focus on is production
agriculture. The last five years have been
the highest commodity prices almost ever.
Farmers are doing well. The ag sector has
been the bright star even in the depths of

Gladys and Don Funk, Marion RWD 4 and Ron Milbourn,
Leavenworth Cons. RWD 1, join Sammy and Edgar Peck of
Service First @ Anderson Peck for a cup of fruit and muffin and
German coffee cake before the doors open to Concert Hall and
the Opening General Session.

We were in the throes of
the great recession in 2008.
Since then, unemployment

has steadily and steadily
decreased. Housing – the
bubble economy, not very

sustainable, bottomed out.
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the great recession. A lot of that has been
work that we’ve been doing at USDA to
open up markets in foreign countries so
that our farmers can export the grain that
is grown here in Kansas and across the
Great Plains. Innovations from the labs
like at Kansas State – where we’re taking
that innovative research to make the farm
itself a more and more productive place. 

The bio-economy – we’re taking stuff
that we are not eating but we are growing
– different crops, crop residues, growing
algae and taking that algae and making oil out of it. And
we’re refining that oil and making fuel out of it. And we’re
flying jets with that algae oil. Five hundred thousand jobs
have been created in the bio-economy.

So production food is booming.
Most of the food is produced by
35,000 farms. Back in the 30’s, it
was three million farms. A lot of
people want to enter that market but
they cannot start a 2,000-acre
operation. What’s the answer? Let’s
start someone off with a small
operation – or a medium-sized
operation. You know, many of our
vets are returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan; they want to come

back to rural America. Some want to farm. They can’t start a
2,000-acre operation. They can start a small operation with
specialty crops. They can make a pretty good value so that
they can keep growing and growing and maybe become that

next big farm that moves into
production agriculture. We’ve opened
up more than 7,000 farmers markets in
the last five years to allow people to
buy fresh produce and vegetables like
right here in Wichita and in rural towns
all across America. 

The last opportunity: recreation and
conservation. Do you know that $600
billion is spent every year on outdoor
and recreational opportunities? Where
do those people go? They go to Rural
America. Those are opportunities all
across the country. You have access to a
national park, or a state park, you have
time to go hunting or fishing; you have
time to spend some time in the great
outdoors camping. USDA is working to
expand those opportunities. 

Last, when we talk to people, we ask,
“Why should people come to rural
America?” You all you say that the rural
towns and way of life are worth fighting
for. It’s something that we believe in.
It’s something that we want. We also
know from a study that took place last
year that “rural” is relevant. If the
government is going to invest any
money, should they invest it in the big
cities or the metropolitan regions or
should they invest in the rural and small
towns? The study says that if the

More and more people
in rural America are

becoming poor. Over
the last decade, 704

counties have become
high poverty counties.

More and more people in rural America are becoming poor. Over the last
decade, 704 counties have become high poverty counties. Those are counties
where 20 percent or more of the people live below the poverty line. 571 or 81
percent of those counties were rural counties. That grew by 30 percent over the
last decade. More and more rural people are becoming poor. And it’s even more
alarming, more depressing, more startling, when you think about the kids.
Twenty‐seven percent of kids in rural America are growing up in poverty today.
Thirty percent of the rural counties in poverty have more than 30 percent of the
kids living below the poverty line. That’s an emergency; that’s something that we
all need to be concerned about. 
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government is going to have the most impact to grow the
middle class, to grow the economy – not just the rural
economy but the national economy – the government should
invest in rural places because of the opportunities I’ve
mentioned and many more opportunities. There’s so much
opportunity that rural is relevant. There’s one thing you can
do when you leave here is to say, “Hey, I heard some guy
from the government talking and he was saying we should

invest in our rural communities – that we are relevant. Go
talk to your elected federal officials. Say, “Hey, we’re
relevant. We need to have our voice heard in the national
discussion.” 

Again, the rural and small town way of life is worth
fighting for. Eighty percent of the respondents to that survey
last summer said it’s worth fighting for. 

Something we all need to think about: “What did we do
back in the 30s?” What did we do back in the 30s to start
growing the economy – to start growing the middle class?
We did what you all are here for. We started with our
infrastructure. And I think that’s part of the answer. 

I break it down into three things. The first – we’ve got to
make sure people are connected to water and wastewater
systems and electric. And they are – but a lot of our facilities
are 80 years old. We need to make sure we are upgrading
our facilities. We need to think through, “Well, maybe I
need to partner with my neighboring community to figure
out how down the road, we can plan for the next 80 years –
because I owe it to my grandchildren. We have to make sure
people are connected. 

Twenty‐seven percent of kids in rural
America are growing up in poverty
today. Thirty percent of the rural

counties in poverty have more than
30 percent of the kids living below

the poverty line. That’s an
emergency; that’s something that

we all need to be concerned about.

Jan McInnis Presents Keynote Address:
“Finding The Funny In Change”

an McInnis lived up to all expectations with the
opening session keynote, "Finding The Funny In
Change" had people laughing – and thinking! This

presentation gave pointers on how to diffuse tension in
tough conversations and how to  facilitate
communications, through creating and using humor.

The Wall Street Journal and The Washington Post have
featured her for her clean humor; she is also the co-star
of The Baby Boomer Comedy Show. In addition to being
a comedian, Jan is also an established comedy writer,
who has sold material to just about everyone on the
planet, including The Tonight Show monologue with 
Jay Leno. 

Jan's opening session was only a prelude to the
breakout session after lunch on Wednesday. Those
attending provided a testament to their satisfaction with
the breakout session as audience members were lined up
to purchase books and CDs and get autographs. 

J
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ith 327 booth spaces filled with products and services,
the KRWA Conference & Exhibition again set records
for number of exhibits and attendance. Vendors came

from 31 states to make EXPO Hall a showcase for the water and
wastewater utilities. It’s the place to be to learn about new products
and technologies, meet with company representatives, talk to
agencies and consultants and get answers to questions.

Photos on these pages show just a few of the many discussions
and exhibits. 

For 2015, the floor plan has been modified to accommodate 331
spaces. Mark your calendars now for March 24, 25 and 26 at
Century II Convention Center, Wichita.

And the doors are open! Bruce Boettcher and Brian Kingsley of
BG Consultants were busy handing out additional plastic bags to
anyone who wanted one. 

Mick Swearingen and Johnathan Oatney, City of Waterville, visit
with Bradley Brush of Schultz Supply, Inc., Edwardsville, Illinois
inside their tool trailer display. 

EXPO Hall drew hundreds and hundreds of people.
Under the tents, they found soda and bottled water.
Other food venues were in opposite corners. 

Mike Detert, FSI Tanks & Silos, Inc., Troy, Illinois
and Bob Shankel, United Midwest, Inc., Lenexa,
Kansas, had exhibit spaces at the conference. 

Katie Tietsort and Lane Letourneau, both of the
Division of Water Resources, Topeka, visit with Mike
Gathright of Gathright Marketing Company, Shawnee
Mission, Kansas, a manufacturer’s representative for a
meter company, about KDA rules and regulations
related to water flowmeter installations.

W

Expo Hall: 2014 

Largest in Mid-America
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Kayla Manning, Leavenworth Water, visited with
Ed McGrath and Dallas Massie with R. E. Pedrotti
Company, Mission, Kansas. 

Lucky Chinn, Hawkins WTG, Roseville, Illinois, passes a bag of
fresh popcorn to Dana Tongish, city of Atwood.

Allen Miller and Ernie Hull from the city of Cambridge, Kansas
listen as Pete Koenig with KRWA explains GPS mapping. 

Keith Jevons, SIDE Industrie, Manhattan, Kansas explains
products to Darren Pickens, AGCO Corporation, Hesston,
Kansas.

USDA Rural Development staff Randy Stone, Topeka,
and Tom Finger from the Newton area office, were
busy reviewing loan applications brought in by several
applicants. 

Ben Gugler (center), with Sellers Tractor, Wichita, Kansas visits with
several of the attendees about equipment needs.
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ruise Nite 2014 had it all – with 1,600 people, great
barbecue and ice cream for desert, social for any
taste, games, entertainment and prizes. From the

dozen or so large Midway game trailers, to a palm reader,
caricaturists, a casino, photo booth, Water Bingo, magic
tricks by Curtis the Mentalist, to King Midas and the
Mufflers Band playing rock n’ roll hits of the 50s, 60s and
70s, conference-goers were treated to a night of fun. And
when it was over, lucky winners took home nearly $8,000 in
prizes. It was another fabulous party, unlike any other
conference opener.

Bill Tesh, Montgomery RWD 14, smiles as he makes his way past
the photographer at Cruise Nite, 2014. 

The basketball toss always has a line of folks ready to
show their talents.

Darla Garrett, Carol and Richard Roush from Osage RWD 8 enjoy their
barbecue before hitting the game trailers.

King Midas and the Mufflers – one phenomenal rock n’ roll
band. These guys are “real musicians”. 

David Gerhke, City of Herington, is demonstrating the art 
of dart throwing.

C

Cruise Nite Carnival
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Cruise Nite Carnival Prize Winners  
Prize Winner System
Keurig Platinum Coffee & Tea System Damon Greep City of Enterprise
MaxiMatic 506 Elite Ice Cream Maker Joe Griffie City  of Burdett
Kindle Paperwhite, WiFi Jayme Reedy City of Cherryvale
Keter 186300 70 Gal Garden Bench Box Don Plisek Montgomery RWD 4
EdenPure GEN3 Model 1000 Heater Brent Miller DASC
Calphalon No Peek Waffle Maker Alex Weller Saline RWD 2
LG BP300 Blu-ray Disc DVD Player Donald Stolz McConnell AFB
Dewalt 18v Impact Wrench Ellis Edmonds Leavenworth RWD 8
KitchenAid Artisan 5-Qt Mixer Jeanie Rich
Ninja Blender/Food Processer System Steve Kubler City of Chanute
Wolfgang Puck Indoor Grill/Griddle Ken McNickle Public Wholesale 4
iLive Bluetooth soundbar Jeanette Jilek Franklin RWD 4
NutriBullet Michelle Leddy Sumner RWD 5
Screened Popup Canopy Eric Short City of Beloit
SodaStream w/bottles Curtis Swenson City of Miltonvale
16 Gal Wet/Dry Vac Alex Weller Saline RWD 2
B&D Cordless Lopper Mike Young City of Lyons
Utility Cart Tiffany Scales City of Chetopa
MasterForce Orbital Reciprocating Saw Ed Crittenden Cowley RWD 1
Craftsman  165 PC Mechanics Tool Set Bobbie Harper City of Haysville
Red Retro Refrigator/Freezer Justin Crawford City of Cawker City
Seiki 40" LED HDTV George Mathews Jefferson RWD 9
Pulsar 1200 Watt Generator Mike Duerksen City of Hillsboro
Bella Triple Slow Cook Buffer Michael Mabrey City of Edgerton
Wearever Pure Living Cookware Set Joe Bradshaw Crawford RWD 6
Nuwave Induction Cooktop Timothy Driggs City of Phillipsburg
Stihl Leaf Blower/Vac/Shredder Greg Verdoorn City of Dodge City
SmartRod - Tackobox Rod Joe Clark City of Arkansas City
116 PC 1/4" Socket Set Marcus Nash Leavenworth Water
Navrat's Folding KRWA Cooler Bobbie Harper City of Haysville
$250 Visa Card Alex Weller Saline RWD 2
$250 Visa Card Kay Fowler City of Dodge City
$250 Visa Card Ted Stoneking Micro-Comm
$250 Visa Card Larry Fagen City of Jetmore
$250 Visa Card David Lady City of Salina
$250 Visa Card Ryan Hall City of Chapman
$250 Visa Card Marcy Johnson Cloud RWD 1
$250 Visa Card David Cradduck City of Wichita
$250 Visa Card Joshua Ranker Ellsworth RWD 1
$250 Visa Card Brianna Ewing City of Neodesha

Becky Waldon is about to send the frog into the bog while
Tammy Wyland, both from the city of Mulberry, Kansas,
anticipates Becky's hit. 

KRWA President Dennis Schwartz saddled
up for one last ride.

Make the basket – win tickets for prizes –
that’s the goal.

So what’s in your future? There’s always a
line for palm reading. Ernest Chase from
Mullberry, Kansas made it.



As the Governor
indicated, I don’t
want to miss an
opportunity to
allow you to have
additional input. I
know that I’ve
seen a lot of you at
the booth in the Exhibit Hall. When I
say the booth, the Water Office has
one, the Division of Water Resources
has one as do the Dept. of Commerce,
Health and Environment and the
Kansas Geological Survey. Any of
those folks would be glad, as the
Governor indicated, to take down your
thoughts as to where we should head in
the future. 
And so as I thought about what I
wanted to tell you today, I actually
could say I wish that all of you could
go to every session. And I know that is
impossible because they are
concurrent. But if you look at the
program that Rural Water has put
together for this year’s conference,
almost all of them could be a vision-
type of topic. Topics such as better well
construction for better water quality,
and projecting demands. The list goes
on and on. Jerry deNoyelles of the
Biological Survey is going to be
speaking about our aging reservoir
system. You are going to have a lot of
opportunities to maybe be enlightened
and learn and that may spawn
comments and ideas that you may
have. I really view this whole
conference as an opportunity to weigh
in as to where the state should be
heading with its water resources.
I’ve had the pleasure of speaking to
Administrator Padalino and we are

ollowing up on the comments by
Governor Brownback, it is a
pleasure to be here with you.

I’ve written some notes and tried to
piece back on what the Governor told
you in the video and what more than
100 of you have heard this morning in
the breakout session where Susan
Metzger of the Kansas Water Office
presented a workshop on the
Governor’s 50-Year Vision. We got
some really fantastic input and we
heard some things that we had not
heard before. I’m really glad that we
had that opportunity and thanks to
KRWA for giving the Water Office that
opportunity to share a little bit about
the Vision and where are at in that
process. 

Tracy Streeter, Director, Kansas 
Water Office, Addressed Wednesday Luncheon 

F
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Tracy Streeter, Director of the Kansas
Water Office, followed the opening
remarks by Governor Brownback as
delivered via video at the Wednesday
noon luncheon. Director Streeter’s
presentation is reprinted here. 

already talking about
when we get some of
our vision ideas on the
table, how do we
implement them? To
this point, we have not
talked to the federal
government all that

much about the federal role in this. We
have purposefully gone local. We have
dealt with our special interest groups,
the rural water and livestock
associations, Farm Bureau, the League
of Municipalities, the Association of
Counties – the list goes on. We have
been to more than 140 different
meetings in the last 90 days and I think
have reached out to close to 7,000
people in that period. That’s
unprecedented and we’ve commented
that is probably how we should be
doing water planning all the time. But
I’m not sure it’s sustainable to put that
sort of effort forth. I wish we could
because it’s really valuable as the
building blocks to the plan. 

It’s all about the economy
The Governor didn’t mention
specifically but it’s been a hallmark of
why we are doing this in the first place
and that’s about the economy. It’s
ultimately about us having a viable
economy in the state of Kansas. One
thing that I think we all take for
granted is what we do to enforce that.
A colonel from the Corps of Engineers,
who is now retired, sat in my office
soon after I became Director at the
Kansas Water Office, and he said, “I
wouldn’t want your job on a bet!” And
I’m thinking, “What are you talking
about?” You run a whole district of the

Wednesday Luncheon
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Corps of Engineers – dealing with
floods and disasters, I couldn’t imagine
having to deal with some of things that
you deal with.” He said, “But you get
to decide who gets to grow and who
doesn’t.” But as I thought about it, I
replied there are others involved in
those decisions, including Dennis on
the Water Authority, and you’ll hear
from Dave Corliss, also on the Water
Authority and City Manager at the City
of Lawrence. It wasn’t just me .. and I
knew that .. but as I thought about it,
who’s to decide who gets that last drop
of water in Hillsdale Lake, Allan?
Those were tough decision that we
were going to have to make. Was it
going to be Gardner, or was it Johnson
RWD 7 or Spring Hill? Was it going to
be the PUA? There were all kinds of
options that folks were putting their
application in and saying, “I want to be
considered?” How in the world were
we going to decide who got that water?
We came up with a nice solution – an
interlocal agreement. That could be
viewed as passing the buck but I don’t
think so. John (Padalino) is a big
advocate for local control and so am I.
And that’s the best way to approach
this and that why the Vision started
local. You all have got to decide. We
can just help get it to implementation.

What does it mean with decisions I
may get involved in concerning
influences on the economy. Every one
of you in this room do that. Rural water
staff get called in the middle of the
night to go fix a problem. You don’t
think that doesn’t have an economic
impact so that the businesses can open
the next morning and be able to offer

services? The service providers, the
exhibitors at this conference, think
about the engineering firms that
come in and help small
communities, alongside Rural Water
and other organizations, in making
those decisions for small
communities. My wife works for a
small community and they don’t
have all the skills necessary how to
provide good, clean water to the
community; they have other
businesses and things they have to
worry about; they rely on you. And
some of you are elected officials and
you rely on your water

superintendent, your plant operator, to
make those decisions. You’re the ones
who have to look forward and say how
I’m going make sure how my
community of 300 is going to continue
to deliver water to the tap every day of
the week and make sure that it’s clean
and of a good supply. And so you are
all about the economy. Whether it’s a

Grady Bean and Karen Stromgren, Osage
RWD 7, fill plates at the Tuesday lunch.

You’re the ones who have
to look forward and say

how I’m going make sure
how my community of

300 is going to continue
to deliver water to the

tap every day of the
week and make sure that

it’s clean and of a good
supply.
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big infrastructure project or making
sure you have a meter that’s available
for a stock water well, it’s economic
development. The drought has shown
us the importance of having
distribution systems to take water from
areas where we have water to areas
where we don’t. That’s one of the big
issues that I’ve heard from the
Visioning process so far is that
collaboration is the only way in some
cases to get through this. We don’t
have good numbers in all of our
communities and rural water systems.
That makes it tough to pay for things.
We’re going to have to look at
regionalization. Some of you are
already doing a fine job of that with
wholesale water supply, etc. Thinking
about the Ogallala, we are certainly
trying to slow down the rate of decline
to make sure we have a long-term
supply of water. But the fact is that in
many areas of western Kansas, the
depletion has gone too far. And we

have lost the ability to have domestic
water on some of our farmsteads in
western Kansas. As a result of that,
some of what we hear out there is that
we need more rural water systems.
Most of the folks out there had a
plentiful supply of water beneath them;
they pumped it up, added a little
chlorine and away you go. Those days
are numbered in some places now. We
are going to have to look at cities and
individuals banding together to provide
domestic water through a rural water
system of some sort. It’s just a reality.
We have a lot of water in a lot of
places, but frankly, there are places that
are high and dry right now and it’s too
late to make any changes to fix that.
We’re going to have to deal with the
outcome of that and I think that’s
where you all come in. I am sure that
will be something that comes out of
this strategy – to interconnect you
(systems) and make sure we have
redundancy. When we talk about the

drought the last couple of years, there
are areas of this state that are in the
worst stage of conservation; they’ve
shut off outdoor watering and are really
concerned that they are not going to be
able to provide water through the
summer months. As such we’ve tried to
look at neighboring water systems;
how can we interconnect them so that
on an emergency basis maybe your
rural water district can help a small city
group while they look at a long-term
solution. And we think those
opportunities are out there and we’ve
already seems examples of how that
can work. 

Back to the economy for a second.
This is something you may not think
much about but how many of you have
seen a rural real estate listing where
one of the marketing things in the ad is
“160 acres available for sale, rural
water meter. How many of them say,
“Rural water line is running right down
the road?”  Again, back to the issue of
economic development; that’s what
you do. You are adding value to the
economy by what you do. I did not
want to miss that example. 

Some other things that we’ve heard
on the Vision tour is our ability to
recycle and reuse water. That’s
something that we haven’t done much
of but even in this city (Wichita) of
400,000, one of the most talked-about
suggestions in their future water supply
is reuse of their effluent. When you
have the largest city in Kansas talking
about reuse, it’s not only going to be
here, it’s going to be a lot of places in
Kansas in our 50-year future water
supply. We have some water that has
always been though unusable because
of poor water quality. Technologies are
coming where we will be able to clean
up that water and use it whether it’s for
fracking, Dakota (Aquifer), or used
water from the oil and gas industries.
We pump about 25,000 acre feet of
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brackish water back into the aquifer
and dispose of it every year from about
200 of the horizontal wells that are
pumping today. If you think about all
the oil and gas wells and how much
produced water we are disposing of,
the numbers would be staggering on an
annual basis. Should we be looking at
opportunities to clean up that water that
we are disposing of and use it in other
non-consumptive uses? It can surely be
used in the oil and gas industry if it
continues to thrive in Kansas. 

New supplies are going to be talked
about. In the session this morning,
there is talk in south-central Kansas of
a new reservoir. I think we’ll see that.
It’s tough sledding building a new lake;
I think the days of big dam building are
probably behind us, but I do see the
opportunity to build smaller ones. We
have a smaller footprint that has less
environmental impact, less private
property rights but can still deliver
6,000 to 10,000 acre-feet of water to a
local community or to a regional
system. I think those are significant
and will probably be in our future. 

As many of you know, we are
embarking on the first dredging project
at a federal reservoir in the United
States at John Redmond. We think
we’ll see the Legislature go home in a
couple of weeks hopefully with the
financing approval to initiative the
bonding project to dredge and protect
John Redmond Reservoir so that Wolf
Creek can have a back up supply for
another fifty years at least. 

Service by “Rural Water”
Those are the important things that

we’ve been hearing along the road. I
want to talk about what Kansas Rural
Water is doing today – kind of meeting
the vision if you will and making sure
we are using and taking advantage of
the water we have. We have a lot of
water loss in our systems and you all
know that. And it’s something that’s

unavoidable. There’s always going to
be loss. Some loss is greater than
others around the state. That’s
something that we’ve tried to focus in
our partnership with Rural Water. It is
to target those areas where we see high,
unaccounted for water. We were
looking at 14 different target areas this
last year through our contract with
Rural Water to try to alleviate that
problem in those areas. Rural Water,
working with the state, has done 84
new or revised water conservation
plans. Anytime a new project comes
online, it’s always a pre-requisite to
have a water conservation plan in place

and the drought has really escalated the
demand for water conservation
planning. Some systems had not looked
at their conservation plans and they’ve
now looked at their plans with the
question of what are we going to do if
we get into a drought? There were 63
water loss surveys conducted this year
that identified 311 million gallons per
year in water loss. And overall,
provided services to 244 cities and 182
rural water districts. On behalf of the
Water Office, and the Kansas Water
Authority, I want to thank Rural Water
for the services that you provide in
partnership with the State of Kansas.

The 2nd Annual (almost) 5‐KRWA Run/Walk
Hardy conference‐goers were excited

again to brave chilly temperatures on this 
5‐KRWA Run/Walk. Runners and walkers
enjoyed a beautiful sunrise as they traveled
along the Riverwalk, up to Exploration Place
and back down to Century II for hot coffee
and a continental breakfast. Bobbi Wendt,
Kansas Water Office, finishes first followed
by Matt Rehder, City of Seneca and Allan
Soetaert, Johnson RWD 7. 
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2014 Award

Winners

David Gerhke 
City of Herington
Municipal Water
Operator 
David Gerhke, Water

Specialist for the city of
Herington, was recognized by
the Kansas Rural Water
Association as Municipal
Water Operator of the Year. 
David is a life-long

resident of the area; he began
work with Herington in 1977. With the exception of a two-
year break when he worked at the wastewater plant, David
spent his entire career working in both the city’s surface
water plant and the city’s power plants. During his time as
water plant superintendent since 1982, he has been directly
involved with numerous plant improvements including
construction of a new clarifier and rehabbing an existing
clarifier, construction of a chlorine contact basin, updating
controls on the sand filters, and installing variable frequency
drives on the raw water pumps that deliver water to town
from the city’s reservoir constructed in the 1980s. He was
named water plant superintendent in 1982 and was named
foreman of the city’s power plant in 1986; he has continued
to serve in that dual role. David is responsible for preparing
budgets, managing water treatment chemical purchasing and
addition, computer upgrades and other operational duties. 
David holds certification as a Class IV water operator and

a Class III wastewater operator. He has also been involved
in replacement of the city’s electrical sub-station and
maintaining the city’s power lines. His time away from his
work include helping his father with farm work; he and his
wife Rita are actively involved with the Sons of
Legionnaires in the American Legion. 

Pottawatomie RWD 2
Most Improved Water
System 
Rural Water District No. 2,

Pottawatomie County, was
named Most Improved Water
System for 2013. This small
system serves approximately
300 customers in an area of
approximately 160 square
miles. Pipelines range in size
from two to four-inch. It
produces water from its own two wells and purchases a
smaller amount from a neighboring water district.
Constructed in the 1970’s the district was in need of an
infusion of improvements. 
First, unaccounted for water loss has historically been in

excess of 30 percent. New Manager/Operator Lynn Webster
took that issue seriously. Many leaks, mostly at pipe joints,
were repaired but inadequate maps made the job time-
consuming. In 2008, the District took advantage of a cost
share arrangement with the Kansas Water Office and
together with KRWA, embarked on GPS mapping of the
system and creating new digital maps. In 2011, a new
190,000-gallon standpipe was added to the system. Other
storage tanks in the system include a 24,000 gallon ground
storage tank and a 50,000 gallon elevated tank. Both tanks
were cleaned, painted, and upgraded to OSHA safety
standards. Also, the wells and pump stations were
rehabilitated. New VFDs were provided for the well pumps.
The main pump station that houses the chlorination room,
received new piping and metering equipment. New radio
telemetry equipment was installed.
In presenting the award, KRWA noted that many systems

have spent much more money – but given what it had to
work with and the challenges that needed to be addressed,
KRWA decided on naming this district as most improved. 
The success of this system is partly to the credit of Lynn

Webster. Lynn has worked diligently and persistently to
reduce unaccounted for water. His goal is to continue
working to reduce water loss by installing additional
isolation valves and eventually to replace the current service
meters with automated meter reading technology. 
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Ned Marks
Terrane Resources
Company
Friend of Rural Water
The Kansas Rural Water

Association presented its
“Friend of Rural Water”
award to Ned Marks, owner
of Terrane Resources
Company, Stafford, KS.
It is only because of

relationships that people can
often receive help. Terrane Resources has been a long-time
member and supporter of KRWA. Ned has provided good
leadership and service to scores of communities in Kansas.
He has willingly donated his time and talent in providing
training sessions in his area of expertise. 
As the owner of his own company, Ned has worked on

many different types of projects including work in the
mining industry, sand and gravel pits, livestock industry, ag-
chemical industry, and public water supplies. He especially
enjoys working with ground water and has assisted
numerous water systems with investigating problem wells
and locating new well fields. He credits his strong chemistry
and biology background when working with “sick wells”
that have been contaminated with nitrate or salt water
intrusion. Ned’s goal is to prevent pollution when possible
utilizing source water protection and appropriate well
construction. He says, “Remember when you were a kid,
you would pick up a rock, look at it and throw it away; well
that’s what I do and I get paid for it. How cool is that?”            

Mary Jane Gouvion 
Crawford RWD 6
Rural Water Office
Manager 
Mary Jane Gouvion,

Bookkeeper and Office
Manager for Crawford
County Rural Water District
No. 6, was recognized by the
Kansas Rural Water
Association as Rural Water
Office Manager of the Year. 
Mary Jane began with the district 41 years ago when there

was only a daily journal and a ledger sheet – but modern
technology is now in place. She has been able to adapt to
new environments; she remains constant in quality and work
ethic. Mary Jane’s job description is a 24/7 position – and it
covers a wide variety of duties that include serving as the
communications hub, doing billing and collection and other
accounting, tracking past due accounts and processing
notices, working with the district’s attorney on legal matters
including going to small claims court when necessary, and
countless other often-overlooked tasks. Mary Jane serves as
the district’s complaint department and certainly has listened
to countless excuses, tears and threats. “She has always
done what is right for the district,” members of the board
said in complimenting her work.  
The District serves 360 meters in west-central Crawford

County and additional customers in eastern Labette and in
southern Neosho counties. The system’s water supply is
purchased from Public Wholesale District No. 11, 
Bone Creek. 
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Jonathan Mitchell  
City of Hoisington
Municipal Manager  

Jonathan Mitchell, City
Manager at Hoisington, was
recognized by the Kansas
Rural Water Association as
Municipal Manager of the
Year.

Jonathan received his
Bachelor and Master degrees
from Kansas State University.
Jonathan has eight years experience as a local government
executive.  Prior to his appointment as city manager in
2009, he  served as city administrator for the city of
Ellsworth. His work with local organizations such as the
Chamber of Commerce, Main Street, Inc., PRIDE program
and annual community celebrations have won him acclaim
from the governing body and citizens. 

City staff members consider Jonathan to be an inspiration
to the city. Mayor Clayton Williamson says that the citizens
are very fortunate to have Jonathan in the lead. “Jonathan is
concerned and dedicated to the city and his continued
willingness to meet new challenges, whether that be with
the electrical generation plant, or water or wastewater
utilities, sets him apart,” Mayor Williamson commented. 

Jonathan has also gained the designation of credentialed
manager from the international City/County Management
Association (ICMA). He is one of forty credentialed
managers in the state of Kansas from the ICMA which
encourages excellence in local governance by promoting
professional management. Mitchell is also a graduate of the
University of Kansas Certified Public Managers Program, a
nationally-accredited program through which participants
develop and strengthen their management skills through a
competency-based curriculum. 

G. D. Hite
City of Abilene
Wastewater Operator

Abilene Wastewater
Operator G. D. Hite was
recognized by the Kansas
Rural Water Association as
Municipal Wastewater
Operator of the Year. 

G. D. has been employed
by the city since 1989. His
work at Abilene has involved

numerous positions including being city inspector.
Transferring to the Public Works Department, he served in
the Water Distribution / Sewer Collection division until
moving to the Wastewater Treatment Plant in 1998. And
while at the plant, he earned his Class I, II, and III
Wastewater Operator Certification from the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment. Hite's job has not
been without new challenges as the city switched from a
trickling filter/clarifier type treatment plant to a new
Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) plant. While he was
learning how to operate a totally new treatment process, he
was named Lead Plant Operator in early 2009.

With assistance from operators Kevin Clark and Chad
Lokken, Abilene's wastewater treatment plant has
consistently met and surpassed all effluent compliance
standards; the plant treats about 250 million gallons a year.
The new plant also provided opportunities for G.D. and his
staff to create their own innovations to further improve the
operation. G.D. and his wife, Cindy, have three grown
children and eight grandchildren. He likes to take them
camping and boating and he really likes to spend as much
time fishing as possible.
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Greg Drinovsky
Jackson RWD 1
Rural Water Manager

Greg Drinovsky, Jackson
RWD 1, was named Rural
Water Manger of the Year at
the 2014 KRWA conference. 

Greg moved to Kansas
from Iowa, where he was
employed at a golf course and
another rural water district.
He has been manager at
Jackson RWD 1 since 2010. He and other staff do a good
job as they have kept unaccounted for water at 7.65 percent.
Under his leadership the district also recently reduced the
cost for new services from $4,000 to $3,500, thinking that
was a reasonable investment to help new customers to have
more affordable access to rural water service. 

Jackson RWD 1 serves nearly 1,100 customers in three
counties though a distribution system consisting of 200
miles of pipeline that vary in size from 1.5 to 12 inches. The
District purchases water; it has two elevated storage tanks
and two pump stations. With the district located near a
growing metro area, there is always interest in water service
by applicants. Recently, with Greg’s support, the district
funded and added eight miles of pipeline to service 36
additional rural patrons from internal funds. 

Dan Hoobler
Rural Water Operator 
Pottawatomie RWD 4

Dan Hoobler,
Operator/Manager of Rural
Water District No. 4,
Pottawatomie County, was
recognized by the Kansas
Rural Water Association as
Rural Water Operator of the
Year. 

Dan began with the rural
water district only a few years ago but his experience
working with the city of St. Mary’s water department for 26
years certainly provided many experiences that a new “rural
water operator” would otherwise not have. Dan’s duties
include maintaining about 200 miles of pipeline serving
nearly 550 customers in four counties, Westar Energy and
the cities of Belvue and Delia. His work includes servicing
and reading meters, overseeing the installation of new
services and extensions, operating two wells and a reverse
osmosis treatment plant. He has been involved in various
capital improvement projects including additional treatment
facilities. 

Dan and his wife Angie, who is the bookkeeper for the
rural water district, live in St. Marys where Dan currently
also serves as the chairman of the city’s planning
commission

Brenda Chance
City Clerk
City of Phillipsburg

Brenda Chance, City Clerk
at the City of Phillipsburg,
was recognized by the Kansas
Rural Water Association City
Clerk of the Year. 

Brenda is definitely the “go-
to person” at the city of
Phillipsburg. From dealing
with all the local zoning

issues to budgeting, city commission and workgroup
meetings, she maintains a steady hand to keep things on
course. She worked her way up through the city
organization. And she has been extremely active in
professional associations. 

Brenda has been active in the City Clerks/Municipal
Finance Officers Association. She served that organization
as president and was named Clerk of the Year in 2008. She
became involved with the League of Kansas Municipalities
in 2005 and then became an officer, and was elected
president in fall 2012. She is the first city clerk to be elected
president of the organization since 1937 and the first female
city clerk ever to be elected president.

After all that she has since accomplished, Brenda’s theory
remains to look at work with an opportunity to evaluate the
how and why of what the city workers are doing in the
office and discuss that with co-workers, and to create ways
to have good communication in the office and to make
improvements in procedures when appropriate. 
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Ron Grage (retired)
Chlorinators Incorporated
Special Recognition
Award

The Kansas Rural Water
Association presented a
“Special Recognition Award”
to Ron Grage, formerly with
Chlorinators Incorporated in
Stuart, FL. 

Ron was named this award
winner because of the many

times he has gone out of his way to share the knowledge
that he has gained after working in the water utility industry
for decades. That transfer of information not only helps
people be better operators, it also educates people about
workplace hazards and safety practices and helps operators
produce quality water. 

Ron was formerly Senior Sales Specialist of Chlorinators
Incorporated located in Stuart, Florida. Ron has a renowned
career in providing equipment service but his mission has
also been to train others on good operations. He has been
involved with chlorination and training on chlorine safety
and chlorinators since 1971. He has rebuilt all brands of
chlorinators during his career in waterworks supply
companies in Georgia, Virginia and Texas. He has
conducted seminars for colleges, universities, and
associations such as KRWA, AWWA, WEF, WPCOA; he
has presented in every state in the U.S. and in Canada,
Korea, Taiwan, Saipan and Guam. And he still makes time
to come to Kansas as KRWA has contracted with him in
recent years to conduct an outstanding series of training
sessions on chlorine safety and chlorinators. 

Public Wholesale District No. 4 
Wins Kansas Water Taste Test 

Water from Public Wholesale Water Supply District No.
4, Cherryvale, (PWWSD 4) placed first in the Best Tasting
Water In Kansas Contest for 2014. This is the second time
for PWWSD 4 to take first place in the Taste Test. After
placing first in Kansas in 2002, Public Wholesale No. 4
gained first place in the Great American Taste Test contest
in 2003. They hope for a repeat in 2015.

PWWSD 4 is located in extreme southeast Kansas. The
system provides water to fourteen other cities and rural
water districts. The District supplies water to the cities of
Altamont, Bartlett, Cherryvale, Edna, Mound Valley,
Parsons, and these rural water districts: Labette 2, 3, 5, 7,
and 8 and Montgomery 2, 6 and 12. Ken McNickel is
District Manager. 

PWWSD 4 treats water from Pearson-Skubitz Big Hill
Lake. The District pumps raw lake water to a treatment
plant just south of the lake dam. Treatment involves the use
of ammonia sulfate and chlorine gas for combined chlorine
(disinfection). The treatment also involves the use of liquid
alum and liquid caustic soda before water enters the rapid
mix processing. The treatment facility has three upflow
clarifiers where carbon and potassium permanganate is
added to enhance taste and eliminate any odor. PWWSD 4
adds hydrofluosilicic acid for fluoride. Last, an anionic

polymer is added to aid in the settling process in the
treatment basins.

The District was constructed in 1983 - 84 with funding
provided by USDA Rural Development. The plant was
expanded in 1999. The District typically treats 800,000
to 1,100,000 gallons of water per day.

Meet the Taste Test Judges: Jessica Jensen, A E Analytical,
Wichita; Gary Smith, formerly with USDA Rural
Development and now working with Schwab – Eaton,
Manhattan; Brent Miller, Data Access and Support Center,
Lawrence; and Mike Welch, representing SIP Industries,
McPherson, KS. KRWA Circuit Rider Jon Steele provided
assistance with the contest.

PWWSD 4 Manager Ken McNickle and Chairman Herb Bath
accept the Water Taste Test Award from KRWA Director
Sam Atherton. 
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Prizes Donated by

Associates and KRWA

Donated by Prize Winner Represents
A. Y. McDonald Manufacturing $100 Walmart Gift Card David Reling City of Cawker City
Ana-Lab Corporation $50 I-Tunes Certificate Kim Everly City of McLouth
BG Consultants $25 Gift Certificate Tim Dietrich City of Colony
BG Consultants $25 Gift Certificate Calina Dachenhausen City of Harveyville
BG Consultants $25 Gift Certificate Janette Jilek Franklin RWD 6
BG Consultants $25 Gift Certificate Julie Hoffman Douglas RWD 5
BG Consultants $100 Gift Certificate Jim Martin City of Horton
City of Lyons Bird Bath Anita Geortzen City of Goessel
Earles Engineering Remote Control Car Ulala Prewit Butler RWD 6
EBH & Associates KU Lawn Chair Paul Nordyke City of Hugoton
EBH & Associates K-State Lawn Chair Dave Ratzlaff City of Plains
EBH & Associates Wichita State Lawn Chair Allen Dinkel City of Neodesha
Ed's Audio Visual Smart Rod - Tackobox Paul Zecha City of Hoisington
Engineering America 2 Lawn Chairs Adam Ulrich City of Hesston
Jayhawk Software $50 VISA Card John Mast Lyon RWD 3
Key Equipment Richard Petty ride along Cody Waite City of Ellinwood
Key Equipment Richard Petty ride along Monte Reding City of Elk City
Key Equipment Richard Petty ride along Nicholas Michaelson Sedgwick RWD 3
Key Equipment Richard Petty ride along Matt Schmidt City of St. John
KU Public Management Center Supervisor Leadership Training David Steffen City of Cunningham
McIntire Management Corporation $50 Walgreens Certificate Trevor Stumma City of Beloit
Micro-Comm Quad Chair Jake Hereford City of Fort Scott
Ponzer -Youngquist Disney Video - The Jungle Book Harold Turner Leavenworth RWD 7
Sellers Equipment Company Miniature Backhoe Earl Menefee City of Coffeyville
Service First @ Anderson Peck Agency Cuisinart Coffee Maker Jared Shepard Coffey RWD 2
Service First @ Anderson Peck Agency Craftsman 19.2 Volt Drill John Musick Franklin RWD 5
Shafer, Kline & Warren Air Swimmer Tracy Foulk City of De Soto
Team Industrial Services Turkey Fryer Adam Hartley City of Derby
Team Laboratory Hunting Knife Galen Thyfault City of Stockton

Door Prizes from Meal Tickets by KRWA 
Quilt (Jacob's Ladder) Darwin Steinle Ellsworth RWD 1
Quilt (Random Sunflowers) Karla Pierce City of Hutchinson
Master Mechanic socket set Donna Markley Douglas RWD 2
KRWA Foldable cooler Ken Cokeley Cowley RWD 5
KRWA Foldable cooler Charles Campbell City of Pomona
KRWA Foldable cooler Adam Ulrich City of Hesston
Quilt (Antique Indigo Duvet) Lonnie Teel City of Anthony

Thank you to all our sponsors who donated prizes that were given away following the
Thursday noon luncheon.
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he 2014 KRWA conference provided another great
musical event on the stage in Mary Jane Teall
Theatre following the Awards Banquet on

Wednesday evening. It was “I Love You, You’re Perfect,
Now Change” directed by Kathy Page Hauptman, who also
served as producing artistic director and costume designer.
Kathy is director at The Forum Theatre in Wichita. 

“I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change,” by Joe
DiPietro with music by Jimmy Roberts, is the second-
longest-running off-Broadway musical behind “The
Fantasticks.” This romantic and clever musical comedy
from 1996 explores relationships from dating through
marriage, parenthood and beyond.

“The way people are dating may have changed, but the
truths about relationships are still universal,” Director
Hauptman said. “Our stage manager, who is in his
20s, laughed all the way through our first run-
through. It’s all still relevant.” The show for KRWA
was cut to 16 related vignettes rather than one
specific storyline.

Just four players acted out DiPietro’s celebration of
the mating game: Man 1 and Woman 1 played by
Stephen Hitchcock and Sarah Gale McQuery and Man
2 and Woman 2 played by Dylan Lewis and Briley
Meek.

Opening scenes explored the frisky – and often risky
– journey from dating to love and marriage, while later
scenes revealed the agonies and ecstasies of in-laws,
newborns, trips in the car with hyperactive kids and,
ultimately, romance among the geriatric set.

Entertainment:

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change

T



45THE KANSAS LIFELINE July 2014

A glimpse at some of the song titles tells
all with satirical precision: “Cantata for a
First Date,” “Men Who Talk and Women
Who Pretend They’re Listening,” “I Will Be Loved
Tonight,” “Marriage Tango,” “Shouldn’t I Be Less In
Love With You,” “I Can Live With That” and, of
course, the title tune.

Hitchcock, as Man 1, ranged from a nerdy dater to
a fearful single to an antsy groom. 

By contrast, Dylan Lewis, as Man 2, played the
role of a macho man during the dating segments
and a clergyman marrying a couple. In another
scene, he played a husband with a nagging wife
and, at another point, a bratty kid.

Briley Meek played Woman 2 with a range that included
an awkward gal who desperately wants to be
a “babe,” a bridesmaid, the leader of a singles
group, and a hopeless romantic in her twilight
years.

Gale McQuery, as the Woman 1 character,
is best described as a “busy, busy, busy
businesswoman” who is “meticulous” about
her image and was very focused on looking
perfect! 

The musical accompaniment was fantastic;
it was provided by Tim Raymond on piano
and Chris Lovell on violin. 

KRWA conference-goes have been treated
to a one-of-a-kind entertainment. It’s a KRWA
conference trademark to provide a high
quality entertainment event as the
exclamation point to the second day of the
conference. Simply put, “I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change!” was very funny and
was presented with superb talent. The
audience showed their support with frequent
applause and a rousing, standing ovation to
end the night. 

Thanks again to The Forum Theatre and
Kathy Page Hauptman for putting together
another great show for the 2014 KRWA
conference. 
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reetings from the National
Rural Water Association; from
Doug Anderton, our National

President from the great state of
Georgia, NRWA CEO Sam Wade has
been here; and to so many special
guests that we’ve had this week.
Kansas has been blessed with the
number of representatives that you’ve
had from Washington, D.C. We’ve had
representatives from the Governor’s
office. There was a kickoff session that
was held here this week; it was being
prepared probably two years ago. The
Workshop in a Box is a tool for
sustaining small water systems. There
was an inaugural training session on
that here the first morning of the pre-
conference sessions; I was privileged to
sit in on that. It’s going to be a
tremendous tool as we continue to
encourage our people in the rural water
business. 
Most of all I simply want to say “Thank You” to all of you

in Kansas Rural Water for the tremendous hospitality that
you’ve shown us this week, for the tremendous kindnesses
you’ve shown us; you’ve gone our of your way to make us
at home. We are rural folks just like you. I farm back home;

I run a rural water district and so we
are all here in the same way, doing the
same thing. 
Dennis, to you and your board of

directors – what a conference! With
2,200-plus people here this week; the
sessions have been excellent; but
before Dennis gets the swellhead,
we’ll thank the real people – the
KRWA staff for putting this thing
together. All I can say is, “Wow!” I go
to a lot of conferences; I go to a lot of

places. Sharon (Dwyer) has already
thanked the vendors for what you do.
Many people do not realize what the
vendors put into these conferences
nationwide. 
This is my second time at the KRWA

conference. I was here two years ago.
Since that time there have been a lot of
things that have gone on in our
business. For the first time in four
years, our federal government has a
budget. That doesn’t seem to be much
of a milestone because the Constitution
of our great country requires that. I’m
also required to have one at my utility
every year. But it was a milestone;
Congress passed a budget in 2014. And
thankfully for the work that you do,
that our staff in Washington, D. C.
does, “Rural Water” fared fairly well.
We got a lot of things accomplished in
that budget, but there were a lot of

things that we didn’t get done. The EPA training and tech
assistance program fell short of where we hoped it would
be. We received about 50 percent of the funds that were
allocated because the work was competitively bid. I think in
a few years, we’ll get all the funding because of the great
work that staff of rural water associations provide all across
the country. Another change is that the Administrator of the
Drinking Water Program has changed for the first time in 15
or perhaps 20 years. The new Administrator is Dr. Peter
Garvatt. In less than a year that he’s been in the position, I
think I’ve met with him six times. He has attended two
National Rural Water Association board meetings. I have
never seen an individual at that level reach out to us from
EPA. We’ve had that relationship with USDA for many
years. But for the first time in a long time, EPA is reaching
out to the industry. That’s gong to be good. Do I think the
regulatory burden is going to lessen? No, it’s not going to
happen; that’s not what EPA is all about. But I think Dr.

Charles Hilton, Executive Vice-
President, National Rural Water Association,
Addressed the Thursday Noon Luncheon

G

Charles Hilton
Executive Vice-President
National Rural Water Association

Thursday Luncheon
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Garvatt is going to look at the
regulatory process through science
and not through the emotionalism
that is driving the regulatory process
today. 

The relationship that rural water
has with USDA is unsurpassed
anywhere, at any level of
government. And not only at the
federal level, I’ve seen that here in Kansas already. I met
Patricia Clark, your State Director; I think she spent two
days here, reaching out to this organization – but not just
reaching out – she said, “Thank you for what you do each
day.” She knows that this business doesn’t get done without
the rural water associations and most of all what you do in
the trenches back home each day. 

Dennis, thank you for your support of WaterPAC. Every
meeting that you’ve been in, you’ve supported WaterPAC.
How important is that to me? I’m the national chairman.
Kansas Rural Water, thank you for what you do. Last year
you were No. 1 in the nation in contributions to the federal
WaterPAC. This year, almost $7,000 has been raised
already, but you’ve still got a couple of hours to go so I
know you are not through. What is WaterPAC? We ask you
to contribute to it – to donate for chances at prizes for the
raffle. WaterPAC is just a political action committee. We
support those in Congress who support us. How important is
that? The political process is tough now.
In my home state, the incumbent
senator has raised ten times the money
that the other five candidates have
raised together. It’s an expensive
process. We help those who help us,
just like we do in everything else. How
much do we ask you to give nationally?
That’s only $10 for each member
system. If we do that nationwide, we
have approximately 30,000 utilities, we
can raise $300,000 a year for
WaterPAC. That’s a lot of money that
goes a long way. How is it
administered? I am national chair; we
have other board members of the
National Rural Water Association who
site on that board; we have rules and
guidelines that we support certain
people that do certain things to ensure
the success of you back home in your
own systems. How much is $10? If you

have a five-member board and two
employees. That’s $1.43 per person.
That’s not a lot to ask to support Kansas
Rural Water to help ensure that what they
do continues on in the future. I thank you
for what you’ve done and I thank you for
what’s going to be done in the future. 

Two years ago when I was here, I called
you the unsung heroes of America. That

hasn’t changed. I’ve spent the last forty years of my life in
this business. No one realizes that I’m that old! Upon
graduation from college – I’m an organic chemist – I got
into this business. And I’m proud of what’s been
accomplished in the forty years that I’ve been in it. I’ve
gone to battle with environmentalists, the Sierra Club and
all that when I was trying to have projects built. One day I
asked an opponent to a project that was proposed what he
had really done to protect the environment? I’ve spent forty
years cleaning it up, making it safe to use again. And that’s
what you do each and every day of your life. Since my last
remarks, I doubt that any of you have gotten fifty percent
raises, I doubt you’ve gotten better retirement benefits; I
doubt your health insurance coverage is any better than it
was two years ago; I doubt that you got any of that – and
yet, you are still here. You are still serving the community
that you live in each and every day. I can’t thank you
enough for what you do.

The relationship that
rural water has with
USDA is unsurpassed

anywhere, at any level
of government.

Flippin’ Cakes … “Short‐Stack” from Cris Cakes in Rose Hill, Kansas can plant a
pancake on a plate 20 feet away. Her non‐stop flippin’ combined with the road‐
kill rhetoric makes for a fun breakfast on Thursday morning. 



48 THE KANSAS LIFELINE July 2014

Decline in Rural America
But I want to say some things that are alarming. I’m from

rural America and I’m proud to be from rural America. I’m
proud that I still farm. I’m still part of that heritage. But all
is not well in the place that we call home. These remarks
were prepared several weeks ago, but this morning I picked
up the Wall Street Journal, and on page A3, the title is
“Smallville, USA faded further”. John Padalino, USDA
Administrator, was talking about this same thing this week.
We are losing our people politically; we are losing our
people to metropolitan areas. And, we are losing a way of
life. According to Victor Thorn, who is with the American
Free Press, a little more than 150 years ago in the Civil War,
division among Americans was so severe that pools of blood
and 625,000 slain bodies lay between
the North and South. Today, another
geographic split exists, except this one
has rural Americans being pitted
against their urban counterparts in a
battle to determine whose influence
counts most in these times.” That’s
troubling. 

In 1910, roughly 72 percent of
Americans lived in rural areas. Today

that number is probably somewhere between 12 and 16
percent. One hundred years ago, 39 percent of Americans
farmed. The number of farmers today is less than two
percent. The numbers continue to decline. Secretary of
USDA Vilsack said in December 2012, “Rural America with
a shrinking population is becoming less and less relevant to
the politics of this country and we’d better recognize that
and we’d better begin to reverse it.” Folks, this is where you
live back home in rural America and small communities. I
hope now that I have your attention.

Speak Up! 
The reason that we have a federal budget today is because

people spoke up – and it was people like you. We passed a
budget in 2014; we passed a Farm Bill.
In 2012, we could not get a Farm Bill
through. What difference does that
make? Rural Utilities Services that
loans you money to build your
infrastructure that supports Kansas
Rural Water Association, is funded
through the Farm Bill. That’s the start
and it passes down. We could not get
one through Congress because of our
lack of support for rural America. But
people spoke up. Those people who
called their congressman, those people
who called their senators from places
like Buffalo, Kansas, population 266;
or Benton, Kansas, population 808;
McFarland, Kansas 272 people; or Bird
City, population 400. I love the
statistics. But those people called their
congressman and called their senators
and congress heard. The Farm Bill was
passed and the budget was passed.
Many of you did that; many of you
need to continue to do that. But some
of you have never done that – and
shame on you! I don’t like politics; I’m
not a very good politician because I
have a tendency to say what I think and
that does not always go over well. But
it’s because of people who speak up,
things get done. Sometimes it’s just a
call or an email to someone in an office
to build a relationship. But that’s what
it’s all about – it’s about relationships
that you build with your congressional

The reason that we
have a federal budget

today is because
people spoke up – and
it was people like you.
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delegations and you have to build those relationships with
your state legislators, at your county level, or where ever
you work. How important is that? Again I found a quote.
This was from 1945. “They came first for the communists,
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a communist. Then
the came for the Jews but I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t
a Jew. Then the came for the trade unions, but I didn’t speak
up because I wasn’t a trade union. Then they came for the
Catholics and I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant.
But then they came for me and there was no one left to
speak up.” That was by Reverend Martin Neumeyer, a
Protestant minister in Nazi Germany in 1945. 

Folks I encourage you to speak up. Many of you have
done that. We are developing some of the strongest
partnerships that we have ever developed with USDA and
now potentially with EPA. And there is much going on
behind the scenes to further strengthen our relationship with
our federal partners. Those relationships will not continue
nor will they grow without your support. 

I commend you again for what you do. You are the
unsung heroes of America. Nobody realizes there’s a reason
why the water comes out of the faucet or when you trip the
toilet, it goes away. No one thinks about it because you do
your jobs so well. Each of you came here for a reason – you
came here to learn. You’re here to learn to do your job
better. I understand that more than 200 of you are going to

take an operator certification exam this afternoon to do even
better; I wish you well on that. 

One of the greatest newsmen in this country as far as I’m
concerned, was a man named Paul Harvey. Many years ago
he wrote a tribute to a farmer. Sam Wade, the CEO of
NRWA, took that platform and rewrote it as a tribute to a
Water Specialist. With his permission, I use this.

“On the eighth day, God looked down on his planned
paradise and said, I need a caretaker. So God made water
boards, councils and operations specialists. He made you. 

“God said I need somebody strong enough to hoist a pipe,
pull a meter, climb the tower, shovel dirt, and yet be gentle
enough to calm the most irate customer whose manner is to
curse, threaten and accuse. So he made water boards,
councils and operations’ specialists. He made you. 

“He said I need someone innovative enough to
manufacture parts from scrap iron, keep an old truck
running for one more year so we can find the resources to
ensure that the water supply and treatment processes live up
to the logo on the window “Quality on Tap – protecting our
environment, our commitment, our profession”. So He made
you.

“God said I need somebody who doesn’t mind getting
dirty repairing a leak or unplugging a sewer but in a short
order be transformed into a sports coat and tie and make a
presentation to the local Kiwanis, the civic organization or a
church group. He made you. 

“Someone with stamina to spend countless hours reading
and understanding complex regulations, laboratory results,
climate change, sustainability, health effects, chemical
analysis, security, finances, asset management, hydrology,
geology and others and posses the art to explain the CCR in
simple terms to an elderly customer and yet gain a
congressional commitment in ten minutes. He made you. 

“God said I need someone with dedication to champion
for the common good, who will be a leader in their industry,
in their community and their association but bask in the full
glory of self-gratification knowing full well they will
receive less praise than they deserve. God made you.

“God made the farmers caretakers for our food but as the
caretaker of our water, of our environment, and rural
America, He made water boards, councils and operations’
specialists. He made you.” 

And that Mr. Harvey is the rest of the story. 
May God’s peace go with each of you today; may God

bless the Kansas Rural Water Association and this great
state and may God’s grace be upon the United States of
America. 

Ryan Hall, City of Chapman, and Damon Greep, City of
Enterprise, head for a table at the Tuesday noon lunch.
Nearly 1,000 people enjoyed the menu – burgers, brats and
more. 
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onference-goers supported the
WaterPAC Raffle in 2014 at a
higher level than ever before.

WaterPAC is the political action
committee of the National Rural Water
Association. In 2014, the Raffle raised
$7,650. The WaterPAC Raffle is one
way that the Kansas Rural Water
Association (NRWA) conference-goers
support the legislative efforts of the
NRWA. In addition to raising funds for
WaterPAC, the process also provides
an opportunity for the KRWA directors
to visit with scores of attendees as they
make donations towards prize
drawings.
It’s been said before but it’s

appropriate to say it again. “Water and
wastewater systems in Kansas benefit
from the legislative representation of NRWA
in Washington!” NRWA works in support of
reasonableness in regulations dealing with
water and wastewater utilities. For example, it
was the NRWA and its state affiliates who led
the effort to ask Congress to end the mailing
requirement of the Consumer Confidence
Reports. That was just one of the many ways
that power in an association was apparent.
Work by NRWA and state affiliates has also

helped keep legislative focus on
reauthorization of various loan and grant
funding programs and training and technical
assistance programs that directly benefit water
and wastewater utilities.
Donations in 2014 were made by 218

individuals. KRWA contributed the prizes for
the raffle so 100 percent of the donations go to
WaterPAC. KRWA and NRWA appreciate the
support for WaterPAC during the KRWA
conference. Donations in prior years have

been as follows: 2005 - $3,001; 2006
- $3,000; 2007 - $4,324; 2008 -
$4,692; 2009 - 6,110; 2010 - $5,073;
2011 - $5,065; 2012 - $7,193; 2013 -
$7,350; 2014 - $7,650. Donations in
the nine years total $53,458. 

WaterPAC Raffle Winners
Prize Winner System
Quilt (Bella Verona) Pat Shaffer Butler RWD 5
Dyson Vacuum Greg Drinovsky Jackson RWD 1 
Samsung 46-inch TV Sam Atherton KRWA 
Bass Boat and Trolling Motor Robert Spoon City of Oxford 
Puma Air Compressor Dean Hermesch City of Olpe
Mountain Bike Martha Silks Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc.
Autographed baseball by Minnesota 
Twins pitcher Brian Duensing, Janette Froelich City of Enterprise
native of Marysville, KS
Milwaukee Cordless Drill Paul Collins, Jr. City of Satanta
Stihl Chainsaw Allan Soetaert Johnson RWD 7
Dewalt 1/2-inch Impact Steve Lutz City of Dodge City
Stihl Weedeater Darrell Schlabach Washington RWD 1
Dewalt Cordless Tool Set Tom Osterhaus City of Seneca
Power Washer William Huss Doniphan RWD 5
Kitchen Aid Mixer Bill Shroyer City of Sabetha
Reddy Heater Jim Grimes Rycom Instruments
Generac Generator Paul Froelich City of Enterprise
9-Drawer Tool Chest Mike Schultz City of Brewster 

C

Pat Shaffer, Butler RWD 5, won the Bella Verona
quilt at the WaterPAC raffle.

Martha Silks, Leggette,
Brashears & Graham, Inc.,
won the Mountain Bike.

Bill Shroyer, city of Sabetha, won the
KitchenAid mixer.

WaterPAC Gains $7,650 

for National Rural Water  
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Pieced Quilts Provide Intrinsic Value for Lucky Winners 
Grand prizes for the 2014 conference were again four beautifully crafted,

pieced quilts. The design, Bella Verona, fashioned after classic Italian tile in
tan, rose and olive green was a prize in the WaterPAC Raffle and was won by
Patricia Shaffer, Manager at Butler RWD 5 in Benton. KS.  
The other designs were: Jacob’s Ladder in Portobello Market fabric of soft

reds, blues and tans; Antique Indigo Duvet in indigo and cream skirting and
Random Sunflowers in yellows, greens and teals.
Since 1984, the KRWA conference has given away 83 quilts with Kathleen

Ronnebaum being responsible for the design and assisting her mother-in-law
Anna Ronnebaum with ten of those from 1984 through 1988; Kathleen

assumed piecing of the subsequent
73 quilts given away from 
1985 through 2014. 

2014 Quilt Winners

Darwin Steinle, Ellsworth RWD 1,
chose the pattern, Jacob’s Ladder,
as his meal ticket was drawn for a
grand prize at the Thursday
luncheon.

Karla Pierce, city of Hutchinson,
was the lucky draw for the quilt,
Random Sunflowers at the
Thursday luncheon. 

Lonnie Teel, city of Anthony, selected the
design, Antique Indigo Duvet, at the
Wednesday evening Awards Banquet.

12 lemon bars, 24 pieces each
13 brownies, 24 pieces each
10 coffee cakes 24 pieces each
35 dozen twists  
15 dozen butternut twists  
50 dozen muffins  
60 dozen glazed donuts  
25 dozen cake donuts  
40 dozen donut holes  
30 dozen strudel  
11 dozen bagels  
40 dozen danish  
170 dozen cookies  
4 tubs of cream cheese  
6 gallons of chocolate milk  

34 gallons of orange juice  
50 pounds of coffee  
12 cans of peaches  
6 cans of mixed fruit   
6 cans of pineapple  
12 bags of frozen fruit  
4 bags of frozen strawberries  
18 bags of apples  
6 bags of clementines  
3 bags of oranges  
4 bags of nectarines  
91 hands of bananas  
32 canisters of soda 
5,000 bottles of water
23 15.5-gallon kegs of beer

he Kansas Rural Water Association conference provides ala
carte’ hospitality food and social that is second to none.
Here’s a listing of what it took to keep folks in finger food

and good social at the 2014 conference. 
T
Ala Carte and Social Items 

   

     




